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will show no regard to so narrow and partial an opinion,
which can only tend to mend fellowships and spoil pro-
fessorships; although I should be sorry that any fellow
should be thought incapable on that account, when other-
wise qualified." And he urges that such a restriction as
the College had proposed would be contrary to the practice
"of all the Universities in Europe.35 The subsequent
academic history of Trinity College explains sufficiently
how ungracious and even disloyal to his own College
Swifts advice to Lord Carteret must have seemed to his
contemporaries. He, naturally, took a wider view than was
possible to men of somewhat narrow experience, enmeshed
from their youth in the net of academic tradition; but that
did not make his action any the more palatable in Dublin.
In short, Swift was very well disposed to the College, but
he thought for himself on academic questions, and such
independence of judgement is not generally acceptable to a
conservative society of scholars.

He was always opposed to the Provost, Dr. Baldwin, a
blatant and aggressive person, whose Whiggism was as
offensive to Swift as his moral character was scandalous.
This may be the explanation of the circumstance that
Trinity College was one of the few public institutions in
Ireland which made no effort to honour itself by honouring
Dean Swift. There is no indication that he was ever
popular within its walls until after his death. The striking
bust of Swift, by Roubiliac, which now occupies an honoured
place in the College Library, was the gift of admiring
undergraduates who coupled his name with Berkeley's in
the well-intentioned verses that they proposed as an in-
scription.1 But outside the circle of his own friends there
is no evidence of his popularity in the College during his
years of power and fame.

The constant talk about preferment, in the Church as well
as in the State, is a feature of Swift's correspondence, as it
probably was of his conversation, which displeases modern
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